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Turning Eyesores into Assets: 
An Introduction to Brownfields 
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Brownfields Overview – A Quick History

We’ll insert a new picture here
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What does a Colorado Brownfield Look Like?

• Not all large

• Not always polluted

• Not always abandoned
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Lands impacted by 
mining (tails, slag, 
adits, etc.)

What does a Colorado 
Brownfield Look Like?

5

Dump sites, scrap yards & machine shops
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Abandoned gas & service stations
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Contaminated buildings (lead paint/asbestos)
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Illegal drug labs 
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Why do we care?  

Private Investment Opportunities

• Renovate
• Redesign
• Redevelop
• Clear Environmental Stigma

Belmar Town Center – Lakewood, CO 10

Why do we care? 

Public Investment Opportunities

• Business growth and job                    
creation

• Increased tax base
• Economic stability
• Prevents sprawl
• Utilizes existing infrastructure
• Environmental improvements

The revitalized Gateway District in Salt Lake 
City, Utah
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Assessment Grants

• To inventory, characterize, and assess brownfield 
properties; to conduct planning, outreach and 
community involvement; and/or to prepare cleanup 
plans.

• Community-wide or site specific (single site)
• $200k available or up to $350K with approved 

waiver
• Coalitions of three or more eligible entities can 

receive up to $1 million
• No-cost share required
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Cleanup Grants

• To carry out cleanup activities at 
brownfield sites

• Up to $200K per property 

• Cost share requirement of 20%
• Must have title prior to receiving funds

• Non-profits may apply
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Revolving Loan Fund (RLF) Grants

• To make low interest 
loans to carry out 
cleanup activitiesat 
brownfields properties.

• Up to $1M per eligible 
entity

• Coalitions may apply
• Cost share requirement 

of 20%
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(Non-grant Assistance)

• EPA assistance to communities by 
providing assessment support

• Typical assistance consists of Phase I and 
II environmental assessments and 
Cleanup planning 

• Ongoing selection process                                    
(i.e., no application deadline)

• TBAs conducted by EPA                    
environmental consultants
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http://www.epa.gov/region08/brownfields
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Job Training Grants

• Grants to provide environmental skills for residents of 
communities affected by brownfields

• Colleges, universities, non-profit training centers, cities, 
states, among others, are eligible

• Max funding is $200,000

Environmental Job Training           
for the Crow Tribe by Montana 
Tech
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Peanut Mine Cleanup:  Crested Butte, CO

• Peanut Mine, Inc. used a $200,000 EPA Brownfields grant to 
consolidate and cap miner tailings piles on 16 acres. 

• Resulted in improvements in appearance, water quality and 
overall ecosystem health. 

• The Peanut Mine property is now part of world-class 
recreation trail system. 

Then… Now
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Belmar Redevelopment – Lakewood, CO 

An EPA Revolving Loan Fund financed the cleanup at an 
underutilized mall in Lakewood, CO, enabling developers to proceed 
with the Belmar mixed-use redevelopment.  

Current Project Accomplishments:
• Over 2000 jobs created
• Over $500,000,000 leveraged
• 100 acres cleaned
• 800 households currently living on the sites, and 
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Gold Hill Mesa
Colorado Springs
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Who Do I Contact with Questions?

Ted Lanzano- EPA Region 8
• 303-312-6596
• lanzano.ted@epa.gov
• www.epa.gov/region8/brownfields

Dan Scheppers- Colorado Department of Public
Health and the Environment
• 303-692-3398
• dscheppe@cdphe.state.co.us
• www.cdphe.state.co.us/HM/rpbrownfields.htm

Jesse Silverstein– Colorado Brownfields Foundation
• (303) 991-0074
• jesse@ColoradoBrownfieldsFoundation.org
• www.coloradobrownfieldsfoundation.org
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Questions?

Thank You

Ted Lanzano
303-312-6596

lanzano.ted@epa.gov


